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From our Interim Minister ... 

Advent is a season which often feels as though it is only a warm-up act for the 
main event, regarded as less important if not unimportant and to be 
experienced only as a time of anticipation rather than appreciated for the gift 
it brings.  It is offered as a gift of waiting, and yet is so often used as a 
repository for all the stuff we have to do, buy, prepare, rehearse and plan for 
the big day.  However, although waiting can be frustrating and evokes 
impatience, it also invites another experience which although difficult can 
bring true insight. 
 
The people of God waited in the wilderness for 40 years before arriving home; 
Abraham and Sarah waited until old age before their promise was fulfilled; 
Jesus waited 40 days in the desert before his ministry truly began; the 
disciples waited in the darkness before the stone rolled away and new life 
emerged.  The waiting time invited for them preparation, reflection, 
understanding, formation and a new way of discovering God’s presence in the 
darkness as well as in the light. 
 
This phase of Interim Ministry has been a time of waiting, although not in a  
passive way, for it has involved repentance, reflection, listening, preparation 
and formation rather than be seen only as an empty period or a warm-up 
bout before the real event of a new ministry.  During Advent we light a candle 
each week as light increases in the darkness, and the hope is that a gradual 
illumination has dawned on us all as we have journeyed together.  In doing so, 
we are more prepared for Christmas, and so we are more prepared for leaving 
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this place and entering a new life and new ministry. 
 
At the last meeting of the three Kirk Sessions we were able to identify the 
New Year as a time to hopefully step out of this waiting time into a new 
future.  However, we do so in the awareness that the work does not end as 
there are discoveries to carry forward, insights to shape our thinking, new 
relationships to be nurtured, and a different way of living in community to be 
realised. 
 
Christmas is a wonderful celebration, not that something new begins on the 
25th of December, but a reminder of Immanuel God With Us, which means 
God is with us also throughout the waiting and anticipating, the mourning and 
the birthing, the repenting and the dedicating, in the wilderness and in the 
stable.  Be open to receive God’s blessing in the waiting time. 
 

You keep us waiting. 
You, the God of all time, 

Want us to wait for the right time in which to discover 
Who we are, where we must go, 

Who will be with us, and what we must do. 
So, thank you ... for the waiting time. 

(words from Iona liturgy) 
 
Stewart McPherson 

(Continued from page 1) 

The next sessions of Messy Church are on: 

Sunday 1st December - Messy advent 
Sunday 2nd February - Love Rules 
Sunday 1st March - Messy Spring 
Location: New Church Hall, West Linton. 
Time: 4-6pm 
All children from babies to P7 are most welcome to come and join in the fun! 

After a game to start, the children will do a range of craft activities then have a 
song and a story, and finish off with a meal together.  All children must be 
accompanied by an adult. 

For more information contact Jean Howat (01968 660677) 
howatjean@gmail.com 

mailto:howatjean@gmail.com
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Interim Ministry Future ... 

Please pencil in your diary the evening of Thursday 6th February 2020. 

This is almost certainly confirmed as the meeting for all three congregations to gather 
with the visiting Transition Support Group (TSG) to reflect on the past 18 months and 
decide whether we are ready to draw this period of Interim Ministry to a conclusion.  
The TSG is formed of another Interim Minister, a member of the Interim Ministries Task 
Group (which has responsibility of all Interim and Transition Ministries) a 
representative from the Ministries Council, and one from Presbytery.  We will be 
offered a few focussed questions to discuss and help us reflect in order to identify 
achievements as well as what is yet to be addressed. 

A report with recommendations from the TSG will then go to Presbytery which will 
decide whether to accept it and ’sign-off’ this interim ministry. 

If all parties agree, then I will remain with you for a few months thereafter as Interim 
Moderator to assist with the next stage, especially the implications of the Presbytery 
Plan and future conversations with neighbours.  This will fulfil the 18-24 month 
expectation of my journey with you. 

Stewart McPherson 

11.30am:  Sunday Worship Time Change at St Andrew’s West 
Linton ... 

From Sunday 6th January 2020 worship at St Andrew’s West Linton will 
begin at 11.30am.  This is a change from the usual time of 11.15 and will run for a 

pilot period to be reviewed at the Stated Annual Meeting in March. 

The Kirk Sessions of all three congregations in the linkage have discussed this over a 
period of time and have agreed to this change. The main reason is to allow time for the 
minister to be pastorally available to people at Carlops and Kirkurd & Newlands 
churches for brief conversations and even a quick coffee before travelling to West 
Linton.  With the congregations sharing ministry it often means the minister heading 
off quickly when individuals would perhaps like a little conversation over a pastoral 
issue, discuss something which for them has arisen during worship, or to arrange a 
future meeting.  The minister always has this opportunity at St Andrew’s but not at the 
other churches on a normal Sunday.  A minibus brings residents from Castle Craig 
Addiction Centre to worship at Newlands each week after dropping some off at the RC 
Church in Peebles arriving just before 10am.  An earlier time of worship there would 
mean them being unable to attend an experience which is so much part of the healing 
for a number of residents.  Both Kirkurd & Newlands and Carlops congregations 
appreciate this gift of time which they believe will enrich congregational life for them 
and their relationship with the minister. Thank you for your understanding. 
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Gift Service for children in the Borders … 

This year’s Gift Service will be held on Sunday 8th December.  There are 
children across the Borders region who will not receive any presents for 
Christmas, therefore, donations of new toys and books would be 
greatly appreciated. 

These donations will be given to the Salvation Army who will distribute 
them to children in the Borders.  Your gifts will make a huge difference 
to children who otherwise would have nothing to open on Christmas 
Day. 

Please note that all gifts should be NEW and UNWRAPPED. 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Marianne Jack, 01968 660862 

The Guild ... 
The Guild held its Visitors’ Afternoon on 20th November, when we enjoyed welcoming 
other Guild members from Penicuik and Black Mount to hear an interesting talk from 
Lois Hinley about the work of the Innerleithen-based Project ‘Days for Girls.’   On 
December 18th, we will be welcoming other visitors, including our friends from Castle 
Craig – to our Christmas party in Newlands Church, starting at 7.30pm. 

We in turn have been invited to join Glencorse Guild at their meeting on 6th January 
at 2.30pm in Glencorse Church, when the speaker will be Jacqui Mason talking about 
her recent trip as a nurse aboard the Vine Trust Ship’s latest visit to The Amazon. 

Margaret Habeshaw 

The Open Gate ... 
If there’s a problem which is interfering with your life at present, feel free to bring it 
along to The Open Gate where you will be helped to find your own solution really 
quickly.   Often, one session is all that’s needed. 

A problem can be big or small – but all can be helped.   This could be by discovering 
how to cope better with problems which can’t be changed eg bereavement or 
disability.  Discover how to help your depression or anxiety or low self-esteem or 
parenting difficulties or anything else you could do without.   Or perhaps you could 
encourage a friend to ask for help. 

Phone 07535 898 244  for an appointment on Friday afternoons in Newlands Centre.   
All sessions are free and confidential. 
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Blythswood Shoe Box Appeal 2019 ... 

A great big thank you to all who filled a shoebox for this year's 
appeal.  We collected 48 boxes which is a great effort. There were  also 
donations of extras, including money, which Blythswood say is greatly 
appreciated.  The shoeboxes this year will be going to Eastern Europe 
and parts of Asia.  The difference these boxes make to peoples’ lives is 
immeasurable.   

Marianne Jack 

Church Floodlighting at Christmas … 

Once again we are approaching the time when we illuminate the outside 
of the Church. We are responding to a number of comments which we 
received last year. The lighting has already been set up by Gary Ross for 
which we are very grateful. 

We are proposing to light up the Church from 28th November to 
coincide with the switch-on of the Village illuminations and in addition 
we are providing two sheets for the offer of donations which defray the 
additional cost of the lighting over the period. Some congregation 
members have indicated that they have been unable to choose the date 
of their choice and by providing two sheets this widens the choice to 
reduce that possibility. 

Sheets are available on the shelf at the West Door and donations will be 
collected in due course by Neil Calvert. 

Newsletter Article Submission … 

Contributors take different approaches to submitting articles.  The Editor 
appreciates the efforts that are made to submit articles.  In the interests of 
consistency would contributors please note the following: 

• Articles should ideally be submitted as MSWord documents in Calibri 
11pt font and attached to an email. 

• Please avoid just sending an email since copying and pasting from an 
email takes more editing than from a Word document. 

Thank you   Colin Herd 
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Services In December 

Date Event Location Time 

1st 1st in Advent West Linton 11.15 am 

8th Gift Service (see page 4) West Linton 11.15 am 

 
Blue Christmas Service 

A time to Remember and Reflect 
West Linton 7.00 pm 

15th 3rd in Advent West Linton 11.15 am 

22nd Nativity Service West Linton 11.05 am 

 Joint Churches Carol Service West Linton 6.00 pm 

24th Christingle Service St Mungo’s 4.00 pm 

 Carol Service Carlops 7.00 pm 

 Watchnight Service West Linton 11.30 pm 

25th Family Service West Linton 11.15 am 

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, 

    and the government will be on his shoulders. 

And he will be called Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, 

    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

Of the greatness of his government and peace    there will be no end. 

He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, 

establishing and upholding it    with justice and righteousness 

    from that time on and for ever.   

Isaiah 9:6-7 
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CoSY Café 

New Church Hall  

2.00 pm to 4.00 pm 

6th December 

20th December 

10th January 

24th January 

Prayer Focus Group 

Old Church Hall 

9.30 am to 10.00 am 

4th December 

8th January 

5th February 

Guid Blethers 
Monday 9th December at 11.15 am 

for Christmas Lunch at Netherurd 

Old Church Hall 

2.00 pm to 3.30 pm 

8th January 

22nd January 

The Guild 

Newlands  Church 

Christmas Party 

18th December at 7.30 pm 

Glencorse Church 

6th January 2020 

See article for fuller details 

Baby Brunch - Fridays 
Old Church Hall 

9.30 am to 12.00 noon 

(During school term time) 

What’s on this month ... 

Services January 2020 

 West Linton 11.30 am Carlops 10.00 am Newlands 10.00 am 

  5th Rev Stewart McPherson Rev Stewart McPherson David Henderson-Howat 

12th Kevin Scott Kevin Scott Rev Chris Levison 

19th Joint at St Mungo’s Rev Chris Levison Mary McElroy 

26th Rev Stewart McPherson Patsy Campbell Rev Stewart McPherson 

NB 
From 5th January Services at West Linton will start at 11.30 am  

for a trial period 
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Door Duties 

December M Moore        Choir 

  C Herd (£)        Main 

  P Graham        Gallery 

January  A Lyon        Choir 

  N Calvert (£)        Main 

  M Jack        Gallery 

Welcome and Readers 

December   1st Oliver Hoskins 

    8th Daryll Green 

  15th Daryll Green 

  22nd Tony Hoskins 

  29th Tony Hoskins 

January   5th Mary Turnbull 

  12th Mary Turnbull 

  19th David Campbell 

  26th David Campbell 

Drivers 

December Driver 1 Steven Whalley 

  01968 661158 

  Driver 2 Pat Graham 

  01721 752205 

January  Driver 1 Kate Dykes 

  01968 660247 

  Driver 2 Helen Bruce 

  01968 661603 

Services December 

 West Linton 11.15 am Carlops 10.00 am Newlands 10.00 am 

  1st Rev Stewart McPherson Rev Stewart McPherson Mary McElroy 

  8th Rev Stewart McPherson Kevin Scott Rev Stewart McPherson 

15th David Henderson-Howat Rev Stewart McPherson David Henderson-Howat 

22nd Rev Stewart McPherson Patsy Campbell Rev Stewart McPherson 

29th Rev Stewart McPherson Rev Stewart McPherson Murray Campbell 

Flower Donations - December 
Lesley Johnstone 

Anna Gibson 
Flower Fund 

Arranged by the Flower Team 

 

Flower Donations - January 
Lesley Watson - in memory of 

Mrs & Mrs J Forsyth 
Christine Leith 

Lillian Slater 
Flowers arranged by Lillian Slater 

Material for the February Magazine should be submitted to the editor 

by  Monday 20th January 2020.  The February issue will be available on 26th 

January.  Copy to Colin Herd: email:  newsletter@standrews-westlinton.org.  

Please include ‘Newsletter’ in the subject of your email. 


